
Welcome to our online exhibiti on for the 
latest plans for a new waterside community 
in Grove Road, Ebbsfl eet. This online 
consultati on is an opportunity for the local 
community to view our emerging proposals 
for the Grove Road site, engage with 
members of the project team and provide 
us with feedback before submission of a 
planning applicati on.

Following the Masterplan consultati on 
in 2018, the Ebbsfl eet Development 
Corporati on (EDC) have been developing 
plans for Grove Road based on the feedback 
from the community and other stakeholders. 
EDC now want to re-engage with the 
community with these more developed plans 
ahead of submitti  ng an outline planning 
applicati on later in 2020. 
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We are building a vibrant community 
reconnecti ng Northfl eet to the riverside

• Up to 320 new homes
• Aff ordable homes and homes for older people
• New public spaces including a waterfront park
• Employment and retail spaces including shops 

and cafés
• Community faciliti es
• Improved public transport with the delivery of 

Fastrack bus services
• New walking and cycling routes

We genuinely want to know what you think so we 
can further develop our scheme before we submit 
our outline planning applicati on later this year. 

Illustrati ve scheme
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Grove Road, which has historically been 
in heavy industrial use, is allocated for 
residential-led mixed use development in 
Gravesham Council’s Local Plan. 

Subsequently, EDC prepared a draft 
masterplan for the Grove Road area 
including:

• New public parks and open spaces
• Affordable homes
• Restaurants and cafés
• Employment space
• Community facilities
• Improved public transport

YOU SAID 
WE DID
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In summer 2018, we asked you for your comments on this 
masterplan. You were generally very positive about the 
opportunities set-out in the masterplan. 

Harbour has the 
potential to be 

the “centrepiece 
of an authentic 

and viable 
regeneration” 

“Need more 
linkages with 
green spaces 

and the 
harbour” “Will affordable 

housing be 
genuinely 

affordable?”“We need 
spaces for 
children to 

play in”

“Local 
roads get 

congested”

“The development 
needs to be 

inclusive. Existing 
residents feel 

excluded”

Masterplan consultation

Your comments:



The vision for the area is to create a 
high-quality residenti al quarter that 
will connect the new development 
and surrounding community to the 
riverfront and celebrate the areas 
industrial heritage whilst creati ng a 
new and exciti ng place to live, work 
and play.

WHAT COULD  IT 
LOOK LIKE?
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Waterfront park
Kiln Plaza 

Residenti al street

Residenti al street

Fastrack 
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The vision is to create a fl exible 
framework to deliver a new high-
quality residenti al quarter with 
associated amenity spaces.

The proposals are for up to 320 
new homes and will off er a range of 
homes that will appeal to households 
of diff erent sizes and at diff erent 
stages of life.

30% of all the new homes across the 
scheme, including homes for older 
people, will be aff ordable and form
part of a truly mixed community with 
families and younger people. 

A COMMUNITY  
FOR ALL
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Possible street characteristi cs

Example housing 
developments

Example housing 
developments

Illustrati ve retail space

Typical podium cross secti on



The site has a long industrial history that is 
worthy of memorialising and celebrati ng. 
The waterfront park at Robins Creek will 
feature many restored heritage features.

Robins Creek is currently inaccessible 
to the public, resulti ng in a collecti on of 
disconnected heritage assets which the 
public cannot enjoy. The proposals will seek 
to restore the existi ng slipway and dock 
area within the Creek, restore a part of the 
harbour wall and retain the Foundry building 
to the west of Grove Road to provide a 
community facility.

The Scheduled Monument of Aspdin’s Kiln, 
which is the oldest of its kind in the world 
and currently not visible to the public, will 
take centre place within a vibrant public 
plaza including ground fl oor cafes and 
restaurants. This will enable interacti on and 
appreciati on of the area’s industrial heritage. 

CELEBRATING
OUR HERITAGE
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Aspdin’s Kiln

 Wharf Wall, Grove Road Harbour Slipway

The Foundry

Plaque on Aspdin’s Kiln

 The Creek, 1905

Example plaza developments 

Kiln Plaza 



As part of the scheme the northern part of the site 
next to the River Thames (Robins Creek) will be 
transformed into a public waterfront park. This park 
will off er opportuniti es for local communiti es and 
visitors to engage with and celebrate Northfl eet’s 
industrial heritage and wildlife while enjoying 
spectacular views of the Thames riverscape.

The new park will provide the following key features:

• Community hub and focus for recreati on and 
acti vity

• Gateway to the proposed Northfl eet River Park 
Park which stretches from Robins Creek along the 
embankment to the east

• Long-distance views from the plaza across the 
Park and the River Thames

• Green and natural oasis with opportunity for 
people to engage with water and nature

• Recreati onal acti viti es including play areas for 
children

• Links with the proposed adjoining Ebbslfeet 
River Park to the south.

A dedicated community use will also be provided 
to the west of Grove Road, potenti ally within the 
existi ng Foundry building, to include fl exible uses 
such as a café and an event and meeti ng space. The 
renovati on of this local heritage asset will further 
reinforce the area’s disti nct character.

RIVERSIDE PARK  AND 
COMMUNITY  FACILITIES
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Visualisati on of Northfl eet Harbour Plaza

Plans for Robins Creek



There will be a number of green links 
through the scheme. It is proposed these 
public routes will be lined with trees, 
planti ng and att racti ve green verges to 
create an appealing path to connect the 
development and existi ng community of 
Wallis Park and The Hive to the riverfront.

Additi onal green links will also be created 
through the proposed Ebbsfl eet River Park 
and Northfl eet River Park, creati ng green, 
pedestrian corridors to the south and linking 
to Northfl eet Harbour and wider riverside 
where there is currently no access.

The proposal will also create other smaller 
open green spaces to the south and east 
along the existi ng southern boundary edge 
and College Road to improve the relati onship 
with surrounding development and existi ng 
communiti es.

CONNECTING  THE  LOCAL 
COMMUNITY  TO  THE 
RIVER  AND  BEYOND
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Draft Issue 5  - 08/06/2020

Public open space 
Plaza
Waterfront park
Other open space (character tbd)
Environmental improvement
Green links

Private open space
Raised courtyards
Private gardens

Pedestrian Connection
Pedestrian connection
Pedestrian crossing
Future pedestrian connection

Planning Application Boundary

Public Open Space:
Waterfront Park:1.95 ha (excluding harbour area)
Waterfront Park: 3.1ha (including harbour area)
Plaza: 457 sqm
Other Open Spaces: 0.1ha
Environmental Improvement: 0.4 ha

Communal Amenity Space: 
Raised Courtyards: 3,890 sqm

Open Space

Open space plan
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In line with the proposals set out in the 
masterplan and the feedback received during 
that consultati on we propose to link the new 
development to the wider road network via a 
new Fastrack link which will run through the 
scheme and aim to reduce car dependency.

The route will provide bett er integrati on with the 
central transport hub at Ebbsfl eet Internati onal 
Stati on and a more direct route to Bluewater 
Shopping Centre and faciliti es in Dartf ord and 
Gravesend town centres and to local ameniti es 
including the local primary school and Darent 
Valley Hospital.

There will also be segregated cycle lanes on 
Grove Road leading onto the Thames riverfront. 
This will make cycling in the area safer, quicker 
and more appealing to both new residents 
and the existi ng community with cycle parking 
faciliti es incorporated within the public realm 
and secure, covered cycle storage for residents. 

SUSTAINABLE  TRAVEL 
AND  FASTRACK
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Grove Road Fastrack

Grove Road cross-secti on
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Thank you for taking the ti me to visit our website and explore our online exhibiti on. We hope that 
you have found the informati on useful and understand the principle of what we are trying to achieve 
with the development of the Grove Road site.

As explained above we will be submitti  ng an outline planning applicati on later this year which means 
that much of the fi ne detail of the scheme will not be determined at this stage. Rest assured you will 
have further opportuniti es to comment on the more detailed proposals at a later date. 

However, we would really appreciate it if you could take some ti me today to let us know what you think 
of the plans as they are. Click this link to give your feedback on our plans.

If you want to fi nd out more about our plans for Grove Road or speak to a member of the team, we are 
holding an online Q&A session via Zoom on 28th July between 5pm and 7pm. Please click here to get 
the details on how to join this event and to submit your questi ons in advance.

You can also contact us by emailing info@groveroadedc.co.uk or free calling on 0800 319 6185 
(Monday to Friday - 9am - 5pm)

NEXT
STEPS
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

Development of 
proposals 2019/2020

Applicati on at 
end of year

Masterplan 
consultati on 2018

Consultati on 
2020

Constructi on commences 
2021/2022

Completi on 2029




